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Letter from the Principal 

Happy February, Tiger Families- 

 We are beginning to plan visits for our incoming 9th graders, as well as regis-

tration days for our current students.  As has been the case in previous years, we cre-

ate our school’s schedule based on course requests from students.  This process en-

sures that students are able to personalize their learning to meet their post-secondary 

goals, as well as optimize our course offerings.  Please help your student plan pur-

posefully as they enter into this process.  This can mean different things for different 

families, but some guidance is offered below: 

 Take an AP class!  If your student is planning to attend college after high school, 

encourage them to take an Advanced Placement course.  This is a great way for 

students to experience college-level rigor within their area of interest(s).  It also 

allows your family to save money when your student receives a qualifying score 

on the AP exam! 

 Enroll in concurrent enrollment classes!  Students have the opportunity to take 

Colorado Mesa University courses at Grand Junction High School without tui-

tion.  This is a great opportunity for students to take college classes with extra 

time and support built into their schedule.   
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The Dean’s Desk 
Tiger Parents and Guardians: 

As we enter February, it is imperative that we all help students stay focused on 

what is important here at school: learning, relationships, and growth.  As we all 

remember, it is easy to let events overwhelm our sense of priorities, so please 

work with your student to help them focus on the daily work of learning, the 

commitment to build good, healthy relationships, and to remember that growing 

is a process that continues through success and failure. 

Thank you, 

Tom LeFebre—Dean of Students 
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Letter from the Principal (continued) 

 Explore areas of interest!  If your student has a class that they have always been interested in, but have not 

been able to take, please encourage them to try these classes.  Our students have the opportunity to earn 32 

credits during their high school career, so please encourage them to try new classes and continue to stay en-

gaged in their learning throughout their high school career. 

Our annual Freshmen Family Night will be held on February 20th at 6:30 p.m. in the auditorium.  This night is 

for incoming freshmen, and current students who want to learn more about offerings in our school.  This night 

will look different than it has in recent years, and it will provide families greater access to teachers and counselors 

to answer specific questions about how their student’s experience at GJHS can be tailored to their educational 

goals.  We will also provide students and families an overview of next year’s Health Sciences Academy, Legacy 

Academy, and our High School of Business.   

Sincerely, 

 Meghan Roenicke, Principal  

GJ Theatre Presents “Into the Woods” 

GJHS Theatre had over 75 students audition for Into the Woods. We have a stellar cast and crew ready 
to create this musical, complete with a pit of outstanding GJHS orchestra and band students. Mark your 

calendars for March 7th-9th at 7pm, with a Saturday matinee at 1pm. You won’t want to miss it.  

The School of Choice window for the 2019/2020 school year will open on March 4, 2019 at 10:00 a.m., and it 
will close on March 15, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. Please watch for the information letter to parents, as it will be coming to 
you electronically. You will find the information letter on your ParentVue, Peach Jar, District 51 Home Page, So-
cial Media, etc. The letter will be available in both English and Spanish the week of February 18, 2019.    

Contact Jo Pifer (970-254-5323) or your school office with questions. 

School of Choice Window 

Get your GJHS Apparel 

All GJHS parents, students, and alumni – Stop by the Athletics Office at GJHS and check out the ¼ 

zip GJ shirts, t-shirts, visors, and a new shipment of sweatshirts for the 2018-19 school year.  Also availa-

ble are lanyards, baseball caps, and pop sockets.  Purchases can be made with cash, check or credit card. 

http://www.cindyficklin.com/
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College and Career Events 

February is packed full of great college and career events for students in all grades.  On February 20th,we 
will be making a trip to Colorado Mountain College to visit their Spring Valley Campus.  Friday, Febru-

ary 22nd,is our Art/Visual Arts/Performing Arts Career Field trip.  This is an all-day trip to view differ-
ent jobs in the arts.  Finally, Seniors, on February 25th will be our first procrastination day.  You will 

have the opportunity to get those college apps done, get help with the FAFSA, and any other college re-
lated items.  See Mr. Little for more information on all of these events. 

“Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they are worthless, but because they are priceless.”  Thank you to all of the 
Volunteers who have given of their time and energy to the students of Grand Junction High School. It is because of 
the generous time and effort of these many volunteers that our programs continue to operate and perform at high 
levels.   

Volunteer Thank You 

If your son/daughter has sustained a concussion this school year and intends to participate in any Grand 
Junction High School sports team during the school year, he/she must be cleared by a physician in order to begin 
the Return to Play process. If your child has been cleared to begin the RTP process by your Physician, you will 
need to contact our Certified Athletic Trainer, Erin Glavan, at Grand Junction High School to begin RTP proto-
col. Erin’s contact information is 970-250-1131.  

Concussion Management 

Mock Trial Teams 

The Tiger Mock Trial teams will look to return to the state championship tournament as they will head to Glen-
wood Springs for their regional tournament on February 23rd and 24th.  After a great showing at state last year, the 
Tigers have the challenge of replacing two of the program’s top performers who were lost to graduation.  Senior 
captains Riley Lovato and Zeron Lawson will lead the Black team, and Parker Borszich will fill out the attorney 
lineup.  Junior Kyla Heley will lead a lesser experienced witness group that will also feature junior Haley Christian-
son and freshman Asher Goldberg.  The Orange team has an experienced attorney group with juniors Gaege Fink, 
Kate Hayde, and newcomer Carissa Crawford.  The witnesses will all be first year performers with Addy Bradshaw, 
Ava Severs, and Sage Skinner, looking to surprise some of the Colorado’s top programs in Glenwood Springs and 
Rifle High Schools. 



 

Grand Junction High School  1400 N 5th St. Grand Junction, CO 81501  970-254-6900   4 

From our Advertisers: 



 

Grand Junction High School  1400 N 5th St. Grand Junction, CO 81501  970-254-6900   5 

Winter Sports Update 

WRESTLING 

The GJHS Wrestling team has had a good season up to this point. The team remains a perfect 13-0 

in dual meets. In addition to that, the boys won the prestigious Warrior Classic for the third straight 
year. Currently, the GJHS Wrestling team is ranked #2 in 5A. Many individuals also hold a current 

ranking: 

Hunter Tobiasson #1 @ 220 lbs 

Dawson Collins #2 @ 120 lbs 

Kieran Thompson #2 @ 113 lbs 

JT Skalecki #2 @ 170 lbs 

Andrew Leyba #7 @ 106 lbs 

Caid Lopez #7 @ 182 lbs 

Christian Hafey #12 @ 160 lbs. 

 

The GJHS Wrestling team will be off to the state qualifying 5A Regionals on the weekend of Febru-
ary 15 – 16th.  After Regionals, the boys will head back to the CHSAA State Championships in Denver 
on February 21 – 23rd at the Pepsi Center.  Come out and support the wrestlers in their last home appear-

ance for this season on Saturday, February 9th,at 9:00 am, as they wrestle Durango and Fruita in a tri at 
GJHS. 

 

BOYS BASKETBALL 

The GJHS Boys Basketball team had a busy start to the new year, wrapping up the non-conference 
schedule and preparing for league play.  Though wins have been hard to come by, the boys have seen 

significant growth and improvement both in individual and team play.  The players are working hard to 
get better each day and look forward to competing in the always competitive Southwestern League.   

Varsity and JV will host Montrose for senior night on Tuesday, February 12th.  The Freshman team 
will travel to Nucla on Thursday, February 11th, to complete their season. 

 

GIRLS BASKETBALL 

The Tiger Girls Basketball team has won 13 of their last 15 games and are currently in a battle for a 

top spot in the SWL.  The league ends Feb. 15th with the 5A playoffs starting the next week.  The team 
is in a good position to host a playoff game for the first time in many years. Good luck, Tigers!! 

 

SWIM & DIVE 

The GJHS Girls Swim & Dive team has qualified eight girls for the State Championships to be held 
in Denver this year on Feb. 7 – 8th.  Nine individual events and three relay teams will compete this week-

end.  The GJHS girls placed 2nd at the conference meet on Feb. 1st/2nd.  Three school records were bro-
ken by the girls at the conference meet, also.  Good luck to all of the girls at State!! 

GJHS Booster Club! 

So far this year the GJHS Booster Club has given $42,780 back to our students. Supporting the pur-

chases of equipment, uniforms, books and much, much more. We would like to recognize the efforts of 

our volunteers, both students and adults, who gave almost 1,797 hours of time over the summer and fall 

of 2018 to raise these funds for our students!  

If you have questions about becoming a Booster Club member and volunteer, please contact: GJHS Ath-
letic/ Activities Director Carol Sams at 254-6900 or carol.sams@d51schools.org  
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As we are back in full swing, we wanted to touch base and share some guidelines for illness. Sometimes it is 
hard to know when your child should not come to school due to illness. Here are some of the top reasons why 
your child should stay home from school or may be sent home from school. 

Fever  

If your child has a fever of 100° or above, along with other symptoms such as a rash, sore throat, vomit-
ing, diarrhea, behavior changes, stiff neck, difficulty breathing, cough, stuffy nose/congestion, or flu-like 
symptoms. 

If your child has a fever of 101° or higher, with no other symptoms. 
If your child has a fever of 103° or higher, parents must pick up their child within 30 minutes. 

Respiratory symptoms 
If your child is having severe or uncontrolled coughing, wheezing, rapid or difficulty breathing. 
If your child has a fever over 100°, with other flu-like symptoms such as a cough, sore throat, tiredness, 

body aches, vomiting and/or diarrhea, stiff neck, or behavior changes. 
Your child should stay home for at least 24 hours after the fever is gone, without the use of medicine that 

reduces the fever (Tylenol or ibuprofen, Nyquil). 

Intestinal issues 
If your child has diarrhea or frequent, loose or watery stools. This includes if your child looks 

or acts sick, or if you child is also vomiting. 
If your child has diarrhea that is unable to be contained. 
If your child has thrown up or vomited and feels ill, with or without stomach pains. 
Vomiting associated with a head injury. 
DO NOT MEDICATE THESE CONCERNS UNLESS DIRECTED BY A PHYSICIAN 

The easiest way to prevent illness and decrease the spread of germs is by handwashing. When should a person 
wash their hands?  Here are a few examples: 

Before eating food 
After using the toilet 
After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing 
After touching garbage 
Before, during, and after preparing food 
After being around someone who is sick 

After touching money 
After touching an animal or picking up animal waste  

It is also encouraged to hang coats and remove outside shoes before entering the house and wearing a house 
coat and house shoes when inside. Yes, like Mr. Rogers! Some illnesses improve or worsen during the course of 
the day while a child is recovering from an illness. If your child’s symptoms worsen while at school, you may be 
notified by the health office.  

Finally, if your student does contact you about illness, please have them go to the Health Office to wait for you 
to pick them up. This helps us track illness in the school, and it helps get your student to you faster. If you have 
any further questions, concerns, or need further clarification, please contact your school’s health office. 

We hope you all have a peaceful season full of health and happiness!  

Mel McConnell, RN 

Yesica Bravo Mendoza, Health Assistant 

Health Office Update 

ATTENTION ALL ATHLETES AND PARENTS: 

Starting November 12, 2018, all athletic violations involving use, possession, or distribution of electronic 

cigarettes, hookah, e-hookah, pipes, and vape pens or any supplies or equipment designed or used for smoking 

or vaping, including, but not limited to, atomizers, tanks, chargers or e-liquids/juices, regardless of whether 

such supplies or products contain tobacco or nicotine, will be an athletic violation (strike).  

Update on Athletic Violation Code 
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Notice: School of Choice – 2019 

 

 

Although the Board of Education has endorsed a neighborhood school concept based upon structured attendance areas, it rec-

ognizes and has determined that students should be given the option to attend a school or participate in a school program locat-

ed in an area other than that of their assigned school. In conformity with Board policy JCA/JFBB and regulation JCA/JFBB-R, 

parents/guardians of students may apply for School of Choice or a Transfer Request, as outlined in JCA/JFBB-R. 

While students residing within a designated attendance area shall have priority, such applications, if timely, made in 

accordance with the policy and regulation, shall be granted if space is available in both the requested school and the 

requested school program. Priority among applicants will be determined by the date of the application on a space avail-

able, first come, first served basis. 

Procedures for applying for the School of Choice Option are as follows: 

The School of Choice Application will be available starting at 10:00 a.m. on March 4, 2019, and will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. 
on March 15, 2019. The application is available in electronic form only and is available at the District’s web site at 
www.d51schools.org/schoolofchoice 

1. Applications will be done through ParentVue. If you do not have a ParentVue account please create one prior to March 4, 

2019. If you have questions, please contact your school. 

2. Complete the application and submit. Applications will be marked with the date and time upon submission of the electronic 

form. 

3. All students wanting to attend an out of area school for the 2019-2020 school year must submit a School of Choice applica-

tion unless the student is continuing in the same school in which a School of Choice was granted last year and space 

is still available. 

4. If you do not have access to the internet, please go to the Grand River Academy at 600 North 14th. (East Modular behind 
main building) from 7:30 AM – 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday or your child’s school office. 

New Emerson Elementary, Dual Immersion Academy, Independence Academy, Juniper Ridge and R-5 High School will not be 

available as options for School of Choice as enrollment in these schools are by a separate application process only. The Chal-

lenge Program at East Middle School and the International Baccalaureate Program at Palisade are not options of School of 

Choice as these programs are available through a separate application process. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Transportation will NOT be provided for students who live out of the attendance area and attend 

school under School of Choice. 

Once the applications are received, prioritized waiting lists will be established for each school. The criteria for placement in your 

school of choice are space availability and date of application. Each school in the district has established a capacity for the total 

school, for each grade level, and for programs in the school. Consequently, a school may have space available at one grade, 

but may not at another, or there may be space available in one program but not another at any given school. There must be 

space available in both a grade level and/or a program in the school to accept an applicant.  

After the March 15, 2019, deadline, the building principal will notify the parent/guardian on or before April 5, 2019, of their appli-

cation status (acceptance or denial). If the parent/guardian receives notice of acceptance, they must sign and return the letter of 

commitment no later than April 30, 2019, to be accepted into the receiving school. 

If you have questions regarding School of Choice or which school your child should attend please call the Office of Resolution 

and Support (970) 254-5323.  

http://www.mesa.k12.co.us/board/policies/documents/JCAJFBB.pdf
http://www.mesa.k12.co.us/board/policies/documents/JCAJFBB-R.pdf
http://www.d51schools.org/schoolofchoice
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Aviso: Escuela de Selección - 2019 

Aunque la Mesa Directiva apoya el concepto de la escuela del vecindario, basándose en zonas de asistencia estructuradas, 

reconoce y ha determinado que los estudiantes deberán tener la opción de asistir a una escuela o tener la opción de participar 

en un programa escolar que se encuentra en una zona distinta a la de su escuela asignada. En conformidad con la póliza JCA/

JFBB y la regulación JCA/JFBB-R, de la Mesa Directiva, los padres tutores de los estudiantes pueden solicitar para la escuela 

de selección o para una transferencia como se indica en la póliza JCA/JFBB-R. 

Mientras que los estudiantes que residen en una zona de asistencia asignada tienen prioridad, dichas solicitudes se 

deben procesar si están a tiempo y se han hecho en conformidad con la póliza y regulaciones, y serán aprobadas si 

hay un espacio disponible tanto en la escuela y el programa que se solicita. El orden entre las solicitudes será 

determinado por la fecha de recepción de la solicitud, por el espacio disponible y según la regla de que el primero en 

llegar tendrá la prioridad.  

Los procedimientos para solicitar a la Escuela de Selección son los siguientes: 

El formulario para solicitar la Escuela de Selección, estará disponible el 4 de marzo del 2019 a partir de las 10:00 a.m. y será 
aceptado hasta el 15 de marzo del 2019 a las 4:00 p.m. La solicitud está disponible solamente en formato electrónico y se 
encuentra en la página de Internet del distrito www.d51schools.org/schoolofchoice 

1. Las solicitudes se realizarán a través de ParentVue. Si no tiene una cuenta de ParentVue debe crear una antes del 4 de 

marzo del 2019. Si tiene alguna pregunta, por favor, comuníquese con la escuela de su hijo/a. 

2. Complete la solicitud y envíela. Se pondrá fecha y hora en las solicitudes al momento de la recepción del formulario 

electrónico. 

3. Todos los estudiantes que desean asistir a una escuela fuera de la zona para el año escolar 2019-2020 deben presentar 

una solicitud para la escuela de selección, a menos que el estudiante continúe asistiendo a la misma escuela de 

selección que fue aceptado el año anterior y todavía tiene un espacio disponible. 

4. Si usted no tiene acceso a Internet, por favor vaya al Grand River Academy, 600 N. 14th.  de 7:30 AM – 4:00 PM, de 
lunes a viernes o a la oficina de la escuela de su niño/a. 

La Escuela Primaria New Emerson, la escuela DIA (Dual Immersion Academy), Independence Academy, Juniper Ridge y la 

Escuela Preparatoria  R-5 no están disponibles como opciones para la escuela de selección, ya que la matrícula en estas 

escuelas se hacen solamente en un proceso de solicitud por separado. El Programa Desafío en la Escuela Secundaria East y 

el Programa de Bachillerato Internacional en la Escuela Preparatoria Palisade no están disponibles como opciones para la 

escuela de selección, ya que estos programas están disponibles a través de un proceso de solicitud por separado.   

 

POR FAVOR, NOTE: El transporte NO se proporcionará a los estudiantes que viven fuera del área asignada y asisten a 

la escuela bajo la opción de las Escuelas de Selección. 

Cuando se reciban las solicitudes se establecerá la lista de espera para cada escuela. Los criterios para la colocación en su 

escuela de selección son el espacio disponible y el orden de recepción de la solicitud. Cada escuela en el distrito ha 

establecido una capacidad para toda la escuela, para cada nivel de grado y para los programas en la escuela. Por 

consiguiente, una escuela puede tener espacio en un grado, pero no en el otro, o puede tener espacio disponible en un 

programa pero no en otro en cualquier escuela determinada. Para aceptar a un solicitante, debe haber un espacio disponible 

tanto en el nivel de grado y/o un programa de la escuela.  

Después de la fecha límite del 15 de marzo del 2019, el director del edificio informará al padre/tutor el o antes del 5 de abril del 

2019 sobre el estatus de la solicitud (aceptación o denegación). Si el padre/tutor recibe una notificación de aceptación, él debe 

firmar y devolver una carta de compromiso a más tardar el 30 de abril del 2019 para ser aceptado en la escuela receptora. 

Si tiene preguntas sobre las Escuelas de Selección o sobre a qué escuela debe asistir su niño/a, por favor comuníquese con la 

Oficina de Apoyo (970) 254-5323. 

http://www.mesa.k12.co.us/board/policies/documents/JCAJFBB.pdf
http://www.mesa.k12.co.us/board/policies/documents/JCAJFBB.pdf
http://www.mesa.k12.co.us/board/policies/documents/JCAJFBB-R.pdf
http://www.d51schools.org/schoolofchoice
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